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bow named Sarnga. Nama 997 refers to Him as "Gadadhara"
Le. one who bears the mace. Nama 998 refers to Pemmal as
Rathangapaani i.e. the Pemmal is one Who is armed with a
wheel in His hand.Chakra and Rathangapaani mean more or
less the same. The difference lies in the fact that chakra refers to
the relationship of the possessor and the possessed i.e. it refers
to God as one who possesses the chakra. Hence He is known
as chakri. Rathanga paani seeks to convey the idea that God is
ever- ready for action with the wheel in His hand. It is said that
during the Maha Bharatha war Lord Krishna gave His word
that He would not use any ayudha (weapon). But on the 9th
day he wanted to control the fierce onslaught of the Pitamaha.
He forgot the word He had given earlier when He assured Kau-
ravas that He would not use any weapons while fighting on the
side of the Pandavas. In His anger, He jumped down from the
chariot, dropped the whip He was holding. Realising that He
had no weapons in His hand, He is stated to have grabbed-a
chakram (wheel) from one of the broken rathas lying on the
battle field. He rushed with that wheel in His hand towards
Bhishma. Bhishma seeing Krishna running like this reminded
the Lord of His earlier promise. That sight of Krishna running
with the ratha wheel in His hand was ever green in the memory
of Bhishma even wh6n the latter was lying down on the bed of
arrows waiting for his death. The Panchayudha Stotram is a
prayer, praising and worshipping the panchayudhams of Maha
Vishnu* Later on in this chapter, the stotram with its meaning
will be given. For the present, it is sufficient to say that in the
olden days people used to repeat the panchayudha stotram along
with the Vishnu Sahasranama. It is said in the Phala stuthi
that one who reads the Panchayudha stotram would be released
from fears and sins. Be it in the forest, or in the battle or left
facing any other danger, a person who repeats the Panchayudha
stotram is assured of full protection by God.
In the Ramanuja Nootru-Andaadhi in the 33rd verse, the
great poet Thiruvarangathu Amudanar says that the Panehayu-
dahms of Maha vishnu were born in this world as Sri Ramanuja
in order to save this world. That verse is extracted below: